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Winners Announced for the Pottersfield Prize for Creative Nonfiction 

Pottersfield Press is pleased to announce the winners of the 2019 Pottersfield Prize for Creative 
Nonfiction. First Prize winner is Jennifer M. Smith of Burlington, Ontario for her travel memoir, Green 
Ghost, Blue Ocean. She will receive a contract for the publication of the winning book along with a 
$1500 advance.  

The second place winner for the prize is Odette Barr of Petit-Cap, New Brunswick for her manuscript, 
Teaching at the Top of the World concerning her time as a teacher in the Canadian Arctic. The second 
prize winner will also see the publication of the book and a $1000 advance.  

This was Pottersfield’s second annual creative nonfiction competition in which the publisher received 
manuscripts submissions from across Canada. Creative nonfiction is a fast growing sector of the book 
publishing industry and Pottersfield has been able to garner considerable interest in its award-winning 
books thanks to this current phase of growth. 

A third competition will take place in the year ahead with a deadline of March 31, 2020. 

Pottersfield Press is celebrating its 40th Anniversary in 2019 and has published over 200 books by some of 
Canada’s finest writers. More information about our titles and the Creative Nonfiction Prize can be found 
on the Pottersfield website  at www.pottersfieldpress.com 

***   

Green Ghost, Blue Ocean is the story of a 40,000 nautical mile adventure that spans 17 years. Early in 
their careers, Jennifer and her husband come to realize that the rewards of the corporate world are not 
enough. When they begin to imagine a life outside the norm, they seize on the idea of long-distance 
sailing as the perfect way to journey down a road less travelled. Green Ghost, Blue Ocean is about taking 
time and taking a risk. It is a tale of the triumph of conviction: if you believe that you'll figure it out when 
you get there, it's amazing how far you can go. 

Jennifer M. Smith is an author and an adventurer. She has lived on the water with her husband aboard 
Green Ghost for thirteen of the past twenty-three years while travelling extensively by sail. She currently 
lives a land-life in Burlington, Ontario.  

Odette Barr and her partner spent nearly 10 years completely immersed in Inuit culture. Teaching at the 
Top of the World is her account of their experiences, mostly in Grise Fiord, Canada’s most northern 
permanently-inhabited community. This memoir is a love story of sorts that expresses great admiration 
and respect for Inuit people, their culture and the magnificent Arctic landscape in which they live.  

Odette Barr of Petit-Cap, N.B. is a writer, artist, naturalist and educator. She works for the New 
Brunswick Department of Education, developing and facilitating online courses for senior high students. 
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